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LATE  NEWS 


Transshipment  3  of  Mexican  cotton  through  United  States  ports  in 
September,  I95h  ,  amounted  to  78, COO  hales  (500  pounds  gross)  compared  with 
2*2,000  hales  in  September,  1953.    During  September,  195^,  the  principal 
destinations  were:    Japan  20,000  bales;  the  United  Kingdom  15,000;  Belgium 
12,000;  West  Germany  11,000;  Netherlands  8,000;  Switzerland  5,000;  and 
France,  Italy,  Mexico,  Sweden,  and  India  1,000  each.    These  figures  include 
linters,  waste  and  hull  fiber,  but  do  not  include  transshipments  of  cotton 
to  Canada  by  railroad  or  exports  from  Mexican  ports  directly  to  foreign 
destinations , 


FOREIGN  CROPS  AND  MARKETS 


Published  weekly  to  assist  the  foreign  marketing  of  U.  S.  farm  products 
by  keeping  the  nation's  agricultural  interests  informed  of  current  crop 
and  livestock  developments  abroad,  foreign  trends  in  production,  prices, 
supplies  and  consumption  of  farm  products,  and  other  factors  effecting 
world  agricultural  trade.    Circulation  is  free  to  persons  in  the  U.  S. 
needing  the  information  it  contains. 

Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  is  distributed  only  upon  a  request  basis. 
Should  you  find  you  have  no  need  for  this  publication,  please  tear  off 
the  addressograph  imprint  with  your  name  and  address,  pencil  "drop"  upon 
it,  and  send  it  to  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  Room  5922,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C, 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  FRUIT  AND 
VEGETABLE  CANKERS  MERGE 

The  Langeberg  Kooperasie  Beperk,  one  of  the  largest  of  the  fruit  and 
vegetable  canning  organizations  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  has  acquired 
the  factories  and  other  assets  of  several  other  canning  concerns.  They 
are  the  Standard  Canners  and  Packers  Limited  which  includes  3  plants, 
Associated  Canners  Limited  which  includes  3  plants,  United  Enterprises 
Limited  which  includes  1  plant,  and  Wolseley  Canning  Company  Limited  which 
includes  1  plant.    The  merger  is  reported  to  involve  more  than  $15,000,000, 
and  will  create  by  far  the  largest  fruit  and  vegetable  canning  company  in 
South  Africa.    The  only  remaining  company  of  comparative  size  is  H.  Jones 
and  Company  (South  Africa)  Limited  which  is  located  at  fkarl,  Cape  Province. 

Present  indications  (spring  season)  are  that  the  deciduous  fruit 
crop  in  the  Western  Province  will  be  above  average  with  a  large  increase 
in  the  production  of  apricots.    In  the  past  most  of  the  apricots  have  been 
canned,  but  it  appears  that  dehydrators  will  outbid  the  canners  for  the 
crop  this  season. 

FRUIT  AND  NUTS  INCLUDED  IN  GERMAN- 
IRANIAN  TRADE  AGREEMENT 

The  recent  trade  agreement  between  Iran  and  Germany  includes  unlimited 
German  imports  of  dried  fruit  and  nuts,  plus  $1  million  in  dehydrated 
vegetables.    Although  the  volume  of  trade  may  not  be  reached,  it  may  be 
indicative  of  an  increase  in  competition  with  United  States  exports  to 
Germany. 

Iranian  raisins  and  dried  apricots,  although  lower  in  price  than 
those  from  competing  countries,  are  not  competitive  quality-wise  with  the 
United  States  product,  and  may  not  increase  substantially  over  the  customary 
German  imports. 

Iran  already  has  sufficient  outlets  for  almonds  and  walnuts  and  it 
is  doubtful  whether  German  imports  will  be  increased. 

The  limitation  on  dehydrated  vegetables  is  probably  meaningless, 
since  Iranian  production  is  insignificant. 

In  view  of  the  recent  oil  settlement  and  the  resultant  flow  of  foreign 
exchange,  Germany  is  making  an  increased  effort  to  expand  trade  with  Iran. 
Because  of  this,  Germany  might  well  take  larger  quantities  of  the  above 
products  simply  to  obtain  a  larger  share  of  the  Iranian  market. 

TURKISH  FILBERT 
•CROP  ESTIMATE 

Trade  sources  estimate  the  195^  Turkish  filbert  crop  at' 126,000  short 
tons,  compared  with  only  51,000  tons  in  1953-    The  export  price,  without 
commission,  for  shelled  filberts  is  ho  cents  per  pound,  f.o.b.  Istanbul 
and  Black  Sea  ports. 
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As  of  mid-December,  trade  soupees  reported  approximately  22 ,000  short 
tons  exported,  with  almost  half  going  to  Germany.    Switzerland,  Engiana, 
France  and  .the  United  States  purchased  more  than  l.,0H5  tons  each,  lTaxy, 
a  normal  exporter  of  filberts,  has  purchased  about  800  tons.    It  is  .^^^ 
rumored  that  Germany  may  purchase  a  lot  of  16,500  tons  of  195^  crop  riXDerw*. 
France  and  Norway  usually  purchase  filberts  from  Italy  and  Spain,  but 
recently  entered  the  Turkish  market. 


U.  S.  TOBACCO  EXPORTS  SOAR 
IN  OCTOBER,  195U 

United  States  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  October  195^ 
reached  an  all-time  high  for  the  month,  of  98-5  million  pounds  valued  at 
$70.0  million.    This  was  52.7  million  pounds  above  September  exports  and 
about  76  percent  above  October  1953-    Exports  for  October  were  larger  than 
in  any  single  month  during  1953  or  the  first  10  months  of  195*+  • 

Exports  of  flue-cured  tobacco  were  91«3  million  pounds  in  October 
compared  with  50.1  million  pounds  in  October  1953,  an  increase  of  82  per- 
cent.   Exports  of  flue-cured  tobacco  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  October  were 
63.8  million  pounds  compared  with  26. h  million  pounds  in  September  and 
20.7  million  pounds  in  October  1953.    Exports  of  flue-cured  were  also 
higher  to  Sweden,  Denmark,  Ireland,  West  Germany,  Fakistan  and  Australia. 
Shipments  to  France,  the  first  in  195^,  totaled  l.k  million  pounds  com- 
pared with  895,000  pounds  for  the  first  10  months  of  1953- 

There  were  increases  in  exports  of  Burley,  Dark-fired  Kentucky- 
Tennessee,  Maryland,  Green  River,  One -Sucker,  Black  Fat  and  Trimmings, 
Stems  and  Scrap,  but  exports  of  Virginia  fire -cured  and  Cigar  Wrapper,  and 
Binder  were  down,  the  latter  due  to  the  absence  of  shipments  to  East 
Germany.    No  Cigar  Filler  was  exported  in  October. 

In  the  first  10  months  of  the  current  year,  total  exports  of  unmanu- 
factured tobacco  at  35U.7  million  pounds,  were  about  10  percent  below  the 
same  period  last  year.    Exports  of  flue-cured  tobacco  were  13.9  percent 
lower  during  this  period,  due  mainly  to  lower  shipments  to  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Exports  of  Burley  tobacco  increased  about  27  percent  for  the  January- 
October  I95U  period  over  the  same  period  in  1953 >  largely  as  a  result  of 
increased  shipments  to  Mexico,  the  Netherlands,  France,  Portugal  and  Italy. 
Exports  to  Belgium  and  Luxembourg  and  West  Germany  were  off. 

Exports  of  Dark-fired  Kentucky-Tennessee  and  Green  River  increased 
about  12  percent  and. 10  percent,  respectively,  the  first  10  months  of 
I95I+  over  the  January-October  1953  period  due  largely  to  greater  shipments 
to  France.    Practically  all  other  exports  fell  off  during  this  period. 
The  largest  decreases  were  in  exports  of  Cigar  Binder  and  Cigar  Filler, 
the  former  due  to  the  lack  of  shipments  to  East  Germany  and  the  latter  to 
greatly  redu^d  shipments  to  Indochina  and  to  Algeria. 
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Exports  of  U.  S.  Unmanufactured  Tobacco  Octobe 
January -October  195^  with  Comparisons 
(Export  Weight) 


1954 


Type 


Flue -cured. « *  *  „  „  

Bur  ley  ......  * . 

Dark-fired  Kentucky  - 
Tennessee. •«....,.. 

Virginia  fire -cured.. 
Maryland. 
Green  River* • * 
One -Sucker. , . . 
Cigar  Wrapper, 
Cigar  Binder, . 
Cigar  Filler  . 
Other......... 

Total 


Declared  value 
(million  dollars) 


October 


1,000 
pounds 

50,140 
1,728 

1,854 
311 
677 
357 

34 
234 
234 

27 
545 
"56,141 


36,7 


Percent 
Change 


1,000 
pounds 


91,265  i  +    82 „0 
2,000  •  +  15.7 


2,560 
176 
710 

465 
68 
2C0 
136 
0 

969 


70c0 


+ 
+ 


38.1 
43*4 

30<2 
100,0 

14.5 

in. 9 
0 

77.8 
75.5 


90.7 


January -0 ctober 
_195£_«  "195^ 
1,000 
pounds 


335,^79 
20,275 

15,912 

2,993 
7,Ol4 

1,684 
807 

3,187 

2,603 
5^7 

5,436 


395,937 
257eO 


1,000 
pounds 


289,001 
25,718 

2,851 
6,587 
1,858 

770 
2,717 
1,263 

158 
5,995 
35^,092 


237*1 


Percent 

Change 


-  13.9 
+  26.8 

+  11.7 

-  4.8 

-  6.1 
+  10.3 

-  4.6 

-  14.8 

-  51.5 

-  71.1 
+  10,3 

-  10.4 


-  7.8 


Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census. 


Exports  of  U.  S.  Tobacco  Products,  October  1954 
with  Comparisons 


Class  of  Products  j 

October 

: Percent 

:  January  -October  <(  1 

;;Percen^ 

±953  : 

x  Change 

-195™ 

fChange 

Cigars  and  Cheroots 

(1,000  pieces)  y 

66k  \ 

629 

:     -  5.3 

!     5,007  ■ 

:    6,704  • 

+  33.9 

Cigarettes 

( million  pieces  ).„..„• 

;    1,178  \ 

1,342 

:    +  13-9 

:  13,591  ■ 

3  12,595  : 

:  -  7.3 

Chewing  Tobacco  &  Snuff- 

:       234  s 

234 

:       0  : 

!     1,325  ! 

1,57^  ! 

•  +  18.8 

Smoking  Tobacco  in 

packages ( 1,000  pounds) 

:        51  i 

67 

:    +  31. k 

!         560  ' 

471  1 

:  -  15.9 

Smoking  Tobacco  in  Bulk 

(1,000  pounds) 

1       364  i 

380 

\       +       4c4  • 

3,856  : 

3,493  ! 

-  9.* 

Declared  Value 

(million  dollars) 

:       4.8  \ 

5,6 

I  +  16.7 

53.3  i 

51.2  : 

-  3.9 

the  Census. 
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Exports  of  tobacco  products,  valued  at  $5*6  million,  were  about  17 
percent  higher  in  October  195^  than  in  the  same  month  last  year.  All 
products,  with  the  exception  of  cigars  and  cheroots  and  chewing  tobacco  and 
snuff,  shoved  increases. 

Exports  of  cigars,  and  cheroots  and  chewing  tobacco  and  snuff  were 
higher  in  the  January^-Octobjer-  195^  period  than  in  the  corresponding  period 
in  1953}  but  exports  of  cigarettes  and  smoking  tobacco  in  packages  and 
bulk  were  lower.    Cigarette  exports  increased  about  Ik  percent  for  the 
month  of  October,  although  showing  a  7  percent  decrease  for. the  January- 
October  195^  period. 

SOUTHERN  ITALIAN  ALMOND,  WALNUT  AND  FILBERT 
PRODUCTION  MATERIALLY  DECREASED 

Almonds  -  The  195^  southern  Italian  almond  crop  is  estimated  at 
16,500  short  tons  shelled  basis  compared  to  31,U00  tons  last  season. 
The  short  crop  is  due  to  the  "off  year"  in  the  cycle  of  production  and 
to  unfavorable  weather  during  the  growing  season.    Heavy  rains  and  dense 
fogs  during  the  flowering  season  caused  poor  pollination.    From  the  be- 
ginning of  the  season  to  early  December  approximately  2,200  tons  have 
been  absorbed  by  the  domestic  market  and  9,900  tons  have  been  exported 
with  Germany  taking  about  50  percent  of  the  exports.    The  other  important 
purchasers  in  the  order  of  quantity  taken  are  the  Scandinavian  countries, 
United  Kingdom  and  Switzerland. 

Stocks  on  hand  early  in  December  were  estimated  at  approximately 
k,h00  tons.    Exporters  in  early  December  were  quoting  graded  37/38' s 
at  h"J  cents  a  pound  f  .o.b.  Bari  or  Naples,  and  bitter  selected  at  33  cents. 

Walnuts :    The  195^  walnut  crop  in  Southern  Italy  is  estimated  at 
11,600  short  tons,  unshelled  basis.    This  is  a  reduction  of  about  30 
percent  from  the  earlier  estimates.    The  downward  revision  is  due  to  ex- 
tremely heavy  rains  in  the  Salerno-Sorrento  areas  during  the  late  fall 
which  caused  a  heavy  drop  from  the  trees,  with  many  of  the  nuts  damaged. 
Quality  of  the  crop  is  poor.    As  of  early  December  only  550  tons  had  been 
exported  and  there  have  been  complaints  relative  to  the  quality  of  the 
nuts  delivered. 

Stock6  on  hand  are  estimated  at  3,600  tons.    As  a  result  of  the 
high  prices  and  poor  quality,  the  producers  are  hopeful  that  the  domestic 
market  will  absorb  the  balance  of  the  crop.    Early  December  price  quota- 
tions for  shelled  light  halves  ranged  from  59  to  6k  cents  per  pound,  f.o.b 
Naples. 

Filberts  -  The  195I+  Naples -A  veil  ino  filbert  crop  is  estimated  at 
13,800  6hort  tons  unshelled  basis  which  is  only  55  percent  of  the  large 
1953  crop.    Heavy  rains  and  fog  during  the  flowering  season  caused  poor 
pollination.    The  quality  of  the  crop  is  fair.    Germany  is  the  principal 
purchaser  with  the  United  Kingdom  ranking  second. 
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Stocks  on  hand  in  early  December  were  estimated  at  5*200  tons.  The 
domestic  demand  is  sufficient  to  absorb  the  balance  of  the  stocks  and 
Italy  is  already  making  purchases  iri  Turkey*    Current  f.o.b,  Naples  prices 
for  shelled  Giffoni  are  57  cents  per  pound  and  51  cents  for  the  Naples 
round  variety. 


195^  SPANISH  ALMOND  AND 
FILBERT  CROPS  SMALLER 

Almonds .  -  -The  195*+  Spanish  almond  crop  is  now  estimated  at  approxi- 
mately 20,000  short  tons  as  compared  with  the  1953  harvest  of  28  thousand 
tons.    The  decrease  in  production  was  largely  caused  by  frost  damage 
last  winter. 

Stocks  of  almonds  in  the  hands  of  exporters  as  of  early  December 
were  estimated  by  the  trade  to  be  approximately  3,300  short  tons,  with 
most  of  these  already  sold  to  foreign  buyers.    The  balance  of  the  crop, 
approximately  13,000  tons,  remains  in  Spain,  mostly  in  the  hands  of 
growers.    Export  prices  are  controlled,  while  domestic  prices  are  not 
restricted.    Therefore,  growers  have  not  delivered  almonds  for  export 
in  any  appreciable  quantity.    Exports  have  been  slow  and  it  is  unlikely 
that  the  expected  large  quantity  of  almonds  will  be  exported  this  season. 

Filberts. --The  filbert  crop  is  estimated  at  approximately  7,300 
short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  which  should  amount  to  approximately  3,300 
tons  of  shelled  nuts.    This  is  the  smallest  crop  on  record  and  amounts 
. to;  approximately  one -third  of  the  large  1953  crop.    The  nut  formation  on 
the  filbert  trees  was  very  irregular  and  as  a  result  many  of  the  nuts 
from  secondary  blooms  did  not  fill  out.    There  was  a  heavy  drop,  causing 
reduced  production. 

Since  the  harvest  in  August  through  October,  only  about  55  tons 
of  shelled  filberts  have  moved  into  distribution  channels  for  export. 
It  is  expected  that  nearly  all  of  the  email  195^  harvest  will  be  ab- 
sorbed by  the  domestic  market  at  prices  which  are  not  subject  to  control. 
It  is  estimated  that  about  550  tons  of  filberts  are  in  the  hands  of 
warehousemen  and  virtually  all  of  these  are  destined  for  the  domestic 
market.    Therefore,  it  is  unlikely  that  exports  of  Spanish  filberts  will 
exceed  1,000  short  tons  during  the  present  crop  year. 


MEXICO  SETS  CATTLE 
EXPORT  QUOTA 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  in  late  December,  announced  that  it 
will  permit  live  cattle  and  beef  exports,  equivalent  to  3^6,000  head 
from  Mexico  in  the  calendar  year  1955  >  in  order  to  assure  adequate 
supplies  of  beef  for  local  consumption.    The  annual  quota  will  be  divided 
into  two  half-year  quotas  of  equal  size.    Detailed  quotas  by  states  were 
announced.    It  is  believed  that  the  quota  will  not  be  a  factor  in  re- 
ducing Mexican  exports  to  the  United  States  during  at  least  the  first 
half  of  1955.    (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  December  6,  195*0. 
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State  Cattle  Associations  will  have  responsibility  for  dividing 
the  quota  among  their  members  and  making  the  division  between  live  animals 
and  meat  from  the  packing  plants.    Exports  of  females  are  prohibited. 
Detailed  quotas  for  the  year  by  states  are  as  follows:    Chihuahua  100,000, 
Sonora  132,000,  Coahuila  1+0,000,  Durango  29,000,  Tamaulipas  10,000, 
Zacatecas  10,000,  Nueveo  Leon  10,000,  and  Northern  Veracruz  14,000. 

One  reason  for  the  delay  in  announcing  the  quota  was  that  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  wished  to  secure  permission  from  the  Livestock 
Associations  to  collect  a  fee  of  10  pesos  per  head  on  all  cattle  exported 
to  be  used  as  a  fund  for  livestock  development. 

SWEDEN  CONSIDERS 
BEEF  IMPORTS 

Sweden's  import  requirements  for  beef  during  1955  are  estimated  at 
33  million  pounds  and  the  Swedish  Beef  Import-Export  Association  is 
studying  the  possibility  of  importing  meat  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 
However,  buyers  would  prefer  to  obtain  fresh  beef  from  nearby  countries 
such  as  Denmark. 

Frozen  beef  sells  at  a  discount  of  k  to  5  cents  per  pound  under  fresh 
beef  and  some  of  the  sample  imports  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand  have 
been  considered  too  fatty.    However,  Danish  export  supplies  vary  from 
year  to  year  and  Denmark  is  not  considered  to  be  a  good  source  of  supply 
for  this  reason. 

It  is  reported  that  Sweden  will  consider  importing  beef  only  from 
countries  having  high  hygienic  and  inspecting  standards.    This  is  the^ 
result  of  the  introduction  of  paratyphus  from  imports  from  South  America 
last  year.    This  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  reported  that  any  meat 
imported  from  South  America  will  be  brought  in  only  from  slaughter  houses 
approved  by  the  Swedish  veterinary  authorities. 

DAIRY  PRODUCTION 
DOWN  IN  KENYA 

Production  of  milk  and  dairy  products,  which  has  been  gaining  steadily 
since  the  war,  turned  drastically  downward  in  1953,  according  to  the 
annual  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  Territory.  Factory 
butter  production  dropped  to  7.4  million  pounds  from  9.1  million  in  1952 
while  the  total  factory  cheese  output  of  275,^76  pounds  was  less  than  50 
percent  of  the  591,900  pounds  made  in  1952. 

As  a  result  trade  in  these  commodities  also  dropped  off.    Sales  of 
butter  in  foreign  markets  dropped  to  l.k  million  pounds  in  1953,  a  de- 
crease of  46.5  percent.    Shipments  of  cheese  totaled  only  15, 3^k  compared 
to  26,656  pounds  in  1952. 
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FINLAND  IMPORTING  BUTTER 
FROM  DENMARK 

With  local  butter  production  dropping  considerably  below  the  1953 
level,  Finland  is  importing  butter  in  order  to  meet  increased  domestic 
consumption.    An  order  has  been  placed  with  Denmark  for  the  delivery  of 
3.3  million  pounds  of  butter,  starting  in  the  first  week  of  January; 
this  is  the  first  import  transaction  since  early  1953. 

^  From  January  to  October  I95U  Finland  was  an  exporter  of  butter, 
selling  6.8  million  pounds  in  foreign  markets ;  about  one-third  of  this 
amount  was  delivered  during  the  August-October  period.    The  import 
quantity  contracted  for  amounts  to  about  one-half  of  the  I95U  exports. 

The  reason  for  the  drop  in  butter  production  has  been  laid  to  the 
low  quality  of  the  hay  crop  and  an  increased  consumption  of  fluid  milk. 
With  butter  consumption  also  increasing  the  11  million  pounds  of  butter 
stocks  accumulated  during  the  flush  production  period  this  past  summer 
have  declined  to  less  than  6  million  pounds,  forcing  the  government  to 
ban  the  export  of  butter  since  November. 

The  reduction  in  the  controlled  prices  for  fluid  milk  and  butter, 
in  order  to  lower  the  cost  of  living  index  to  which  wages  are  pegged, 
resulted  in  an  upsurge  of  consumption  of  these  items.    The  retail  price 
for  pasteurized  milk  was  reduced  to  about  9  cents  a  quart  from  11.2 
cents.    Butter  dropped  from  82 „ 3  cents  per  pound  to  68.3  cents,  a  de- 
cline of  17  percent.    The  Government  is  now  paying  a  total  subsidy  of 
just  under  20  cents  per  pound  for  butter  in  order  to  maintain  the  price 
of  milk  to  producers . 

No  price  was  given  on  the  butter  purchased  from  Denmark. 


TURKEY'S  LEAF  EXPORTS  TO 
U.  S.  LOWER  IN  195U 

Turkey's  leaf  exports  to  the  United  States  are  running  below  1953 . 
Exports  through  October  this  year  were  21*3  million  pounds  lower  than  the 
49.8  million  pounds  shipped  during  the  same  period  in  1953.    Shipments  of 
tobacco  in  the  period  January-October  1954  were  valued  at  18.2  million 
dollars  compared  with  29. b  million  dollars  for  tobacco  shipped  in  the 
same  period  last  year.    November  and  December  shipments  have  usually  been 
very  large  (22.3  million  pounds  in  1953)  out  they' would  have  to  be  double 
this  to  bring  I95U  shipments  up  to  the  level  of  1953. 

The  major  factor  affecting  smaller  shipments  to  the  United  States 
this  year  seems  to  be  price  and  price  uncertainties.    Leaf  from  the  1953 
crop  which  was  sold  and  shipped  this  year  was  of  lower  quality  than  the 
preceding  crop.    Despite  this,  growers  expected  and  received  a  higher 
price.    The  average  value  of  Turkish  tobacco  shipped  during  January-October 
of  195^  was  about  63.9  U.  S.  cents  per  pound  compared  to  an  average  of 
about  61.5  U*  S.  cents  per  pound  in  1953. 
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Earlier  in  the  year  buyers  were  made  cautious  by  an  assumed  possibility 
that  the  Turkish  lira  might  be  devalued.    This  seems  to  have  slowed  shipments 
in  the  early  part  of  195C.    Later,  optimistic  reports  of  the  195*+  crop  which 
will  be  on  sale  in  January  1955  may  have  further  delayed  commitments. 


Turkey:    Exports  of  Leaf  Tobacco  to  the  United  States;  Quantity  and  Value  l/ 


January - 0c t ob er 

1952 

1953  : 

1954  2/ 

1,000  • 

1,000 

1,000  '• 

1,000  : 

1,000 

1,000 

pounds 

dollars 

pounds  : 

dollars 

pounds 

dollars 

O  allUd,!  j 

4,438 

2,782 

1,360  : 

771 

3,197 

2,159 

"P1  aKv)  1  to  y\r  « 
T  C'JJ.  tcCLX  ,/«••••••»•«, 

5,198 

2,806 

3,867 

2,289 

2,976 

T        Oil  1. 

:  IfOkh 

March.  

3,216 

1,699 

8,129  : 

4,815 

1,852 

:  1,368 

Arvril  < 

XX  .......a...... 

1,860 

l,0k2 

3,653  • 

2,574 

392 

247 

May  j 

12,151 

6,084 

6,846  : 

3,898 

392 

:  247 

June  

3,3M 

1,772 

9,722 

5,579 

:  0 

:  e  0 

July  

0 

0 

6 

4 

:  0 

:  0 

August  

:  231 

:  121 

2,381 

1,331 

:  55 

:  17 

September  

2,983 

1,720 

4,H7 

2,277 

:  6,408 

:  3,882 

October  

3,289 

2,106 

'  9,739 

:  5,821 

:  13,295 

:  8,536 

November  

•  8,957 

5,599 

10,803 

7,703 

December  

8,413 

5,021 

11,493 

7,315 

Jan. -Oct.  Totals  3/ 

:  3^,510 

-  20,132 

49 .820 

29,359 

:  28,566 

.  18,240 

Yearly  Totals  3/ 

:  51,676 

.  30,656 

72 ',117 

44,378 

1/  Converted  on  the  basis  of  35.4  U.  S.  cents  per  Turkish  Lira 
2/  Ten  month  preliminary  figures 
3/  May  not  add  to  totals  because  of  rounding 


SPANISH  PRODUCTION  OF 
AMERICAN -TYPE  CIGARETTES 

Spain,  which  was  the  second  most  important  market  for  United  States  dar 
tobaccos  before  the  Spanish  Civil  War,  has  in  recent  years  decreased  its 
purchases  of  such  tobacco,  while,  at  the  same  time,  taking  increasing 
quantities  of  medium  or  better  grades  of  American  light  tobaccos.    The  ex- 
change situation  and  increased  domestic  production  of  dark  tobacco,  together 
with  increased  demand  for  American-type  cigarettes,  are  primarily  respon- 
sibile  for  this  shift. 

The  demand  for  American-type  cigarettes  in  Spain  is  apparent  from  the 
large  volume  of  smuggling,  which  is  estimated  at  about  1,5  million  pounds 
of  cigarettes  each  year.    Many  of  these  cigarettes  are  of  American  manu- 
facture.   The  Spanish  Monopoly  is  attempting  to  eliminate  the  loss  of  revenu 
from  these  illegal  marketings  by  manufacturing  American-type  cigarettes. 
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Three  brands  of  light  cigarettes  are  manufactured  j  Bubi,  which  is 
priced  at  the  equivalent  of  17.5  cents,  U.  S.  per  package  of  twenty; 
Bisonte  at  12.8  cents  and  Timonel  at  16.7  cents.    These  compare  with 
the  price  of  21.8  cents,  U.  S.  per  package  for  legally  imported  American 
cigarettes  and  the  black  market  price  of  about  34  cents  per  pack. '  The 
Bisonte  brand,  which  is  a  blend  of  Bur ley  and  Maryland  tobaccos,  is  the 
most  popular  of  the  three  brands  indicated  above. 


United  States  export  figures  show  that  Spain  is  buying  small  amounts 
of  American  medium- to-better  grades  of  light  tobaccos  for  blending. 
Domestic  production  of  light  tobaccos  is  being  encouraged  by  price  differ- 
entials as  shown  in  the  following  table: 

Official  Monopoly  Price  for  Top  Grades 
by  Types  1952  and  l/ 


Type 


Dark  Tobacco. :  13.6 

Light  Tobacco. . :  15,9 

Cigar  :  15.1 

Cigarette  (Light 

Virginia)  ■  2k,  1 


1952 


U.S.  cents 
per  pound 


195^ 


U.S.  cents 
per  pound 


15.5 
16.6 
25.6 

3^5 


Increase 


U.S.  cents 
per  pound 

1.9 
•7 
10.5 

10.4 


1/  Converted  at  the  controlled  free  rate  of  38.95 
Pesetas  per  U.  S.  dollar. 


+u  production  is  gradually  increasing  and  is  expected  to  increase 

in  the  future.    An  indication  of  the  results  that  are  being  obtained  in 
the  program  to  produce  larger  quantities  of  light  tobaccos  can  be  seen 
in  the  following  production  figures. 

Leaf  Tobacco  Production:    Spain  and  Canary  Islands 


Flue-cured 
Light  air-cured  3/ 
Dark  air-cured 
Cigar-filler  and  binder 
Cigar  wrapper 
Total 

1/  Cured  leaf  delivered  to  the  National  Tobacco  Service. 
2/  Estimates.    3/  Burley  type. 
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CANADIAN  OUTLOOK 
FOR  EGGS 

The  outlook  for  Canadian  eggs  was  recently  presented  at  the  Federal- 
Provincial  Agricultural  Conference  at  Ottawa,  Canada's  national  outlook 
meeting. 

Canadian  egg  marketings  in  the  first  k  or  5  months  of  1955  will  exceed 
those  of  the  corresponding  period  of  195*+,  it  was  stated.    The  extend  of 
this  expected  increase  is  indicated  by  the  195*+  hatch  and  the  June  1  semi- 
annual survey  of  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statisitcs.    The  hatch  in  the 
first  half  of  195*f  exceeded  that  of  1953  by  13.5  percent  and  the  semi-annual 
survey  of  the  Bureau  showed  that  there  were  lk  percent  more  pullets  on 
farms  between  the  ages  of  six  weeks  and  six  months  on  June  1,  195*+  than 
on  June  1,  1953*    These  pullets  are  now  in  laying  houses  and  egg  market- 
ings are  at  present  substantially  above  those  of  a  year  ago. 

Marketings  early  in  1955  will,  of  course,  be  largely  dependent  on  the 
rate  of  culling  and  other  factors  that  influence  production.    Fowl  prices, 
however,  are  not  high  enough  at  present  to  induce  vigorous  culling  and 
this  situation  is  not  expected  to  change  in  the  near  future.    As  a  result 
it  is  reasonable  to  expect  egg  production  to  remain'  substantially  above 
the  comparable  period  in  195*+  until  the  end  of  the  heavy  production  period 
in  the  spring  of  1955*    Production  and  marketings  in  the  summer  and  fall 
of  1955  will  depend  largely  on  the  size  and  timing  of  the  1955  hatch. 

Egg  consumption  in  Canada  will  likely  continue  to  increase  as  a  re- 
sult of  population  growth.    However,  domestic  demand  is  not  expected  to 
be  sufficiently  strong  to  offset  the  effects  of  lower  prices  in  the  export 
market,  particularly  in  the  early  winter  months,  and  the  expected  heavier 
marketings .  . 

The  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  reports  the  following  inspected 
egg  exports  in  195*+: 

Canada:    Inspected  Egg  Exports 
January  1  to  December  18,  195*1-  and  1953 


Country  of  ;        Jan.  1,  195I+  to      ;       Jan.  1,  1953  to 

Destination  \  Dec.  18,  195*1       ;         Dec.  18,  1953 


:  (Dozen)              :  (Dozen) 

Venezuela  :  2,970,570              :  1 ,680,960 

USA  :  2,052,660              :  3,k6k,220 

Alaska  :  113,^30             :  66, 8kO 

British  West  Indies.... :  ^35,030              :  kky,  1+30 

Other  :             106,980  ;  56*+,  360 


Total  ;  5,678,670  6,165,810 
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U.  S.  EGG  EXPORTS  TO  rw 
VENEZUELA  INCREASE 

The  United  States  has  recirrered  its  Venezuelan  egg  market  which  was 
lost  to  Denmark  and  Canada  in  the  early  months  of  195^-  Venezuela's 
egg  imports  for  the  first  9  months  of  19$h  exceed  those  for  the  same 
months  in  1953  hy  more  than  2,800,000  pounds,  or  15  percent.    The  United 
States1  share  of  the  market  increased  from  a  low  of  18  percent  in 
February  to  86  percent  in  July  and  8l  percent  in  September,  reflecting 
the  competitive  position  of  United  States  eggs  on  the  world  markets. 

Total  imports  through  September  195U  were  21,317,889  pounds  compared 
to  18,^91,067  pounds  for  the  same  months  in  1953.    The  imports  for  nine 
months  of  195^,  by  countries  of  origin,  are  given  below. 

Venezuela:    Imports  of  Eggs  by  Country  of  Origin  by  months, 
January-September,  1951* 


U.S. 


Canada 


Denmark 


Poland 


:U.S.  eggs  as 
Netherlands: a  percentage 
:of  Total 


-1,000  pounds 

January  : 

1,650: 

220: 

February  ; 

386: 

1,298: 

U72: 

March  : 

9k9: 

302- 

713: 

April 

1,7^6- 

hoi 

1,071 

U96 

May 

•  1,216 
!  1,^17 

June 

156 

658 

:  50 

July 

:  2,205 

190 

:  153 

August 

:  1,7^2 

:  U68 

:  36 

September 

:  2,333 

55^ 

Total 

;  12,U28 

:  5,019 

!  3,819 

:  50 

19 
18 

kQ 
5^ 
71 

62 
86 

77 
81 


58 


VENEZUELAN  BROILER 
SITUATION 


Dressed  poultry  in  Venezuela  is  reported  to  be  in  surplus  supply,  and 
has  been  for  several  months.    The  poultry  feeders  and  mixed  feed  dealers 
have  urged  consumers  to  eat  more  chickens  and  given  recipes  on  how  to 
cook  them.    Meat  markets  have  displays  announcing  dressed  chickens  at  88-g- 
cents  per  pound.    This  is  the  lowest  price  quoted  in  recent  times  for 
dressed  chickens  and  the  feeders  claim  they  are  wholesaling  at  U.S.  ^7i 
cents  per  pound,  which  is  below  cost.    This  high  production  cost  is 
attributed  primarily  to  the  fact  that  well-balanced  feeds  in  many  cases 
sell  for  over  $7.00  per  100  pounds.    Despite  the  lower  price,  the  sale  of 
dressed  chickens  has  not  increased  noticeably. 
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The  poultry  feeders  have  appealed  to  the  Ministries  of  Agriculture 
and  Development  to  reduce  the  present  quota  of  1,U00,000  per  quarter; 
imports,  for  some  reason,  have  recently  been  above  quota.    In  view  of  the 
strong  pleas  of  feeders  and  the  price,  it  is  possible  a  reduction  in  baby 
chick  licenses  might  be  forthcoming. 


RISING  SWISS  MEAT  PRICES  IN  SWITZERLAND 
MAY  INCREASE  IMPORTS 

The  upward  trend  in  prices  of  meat  and  other  foods  in  Switzerland  has  been 
of   considerable    concern  to  the  Government  and  Swiss  industrialists,  and 
increased  imports  of  livestock  and  meat  may  be  allowed  after  having  been 
reduced  to  very  low  levels  during  the  past  two  years. 

Meat  prices  have  risen  steadily  for  several  weeks.    The  shortage  of 
beef  in  late  December  had  become  acute  and  the  weekly  import  quota  of 
200  to  250  head  is  likely  to  be  increased.    Importers  bad  been  demanding  an 
import  authorization  for  several  thousand  tons  of  beef  for  sausages,  but 
in  late  December  no  authorization  had  been  issued. 

The  import  quota  for  hogs  in  December  ranged  from  2,500  to  3,000  head 
a  week  and  there  was  some  feeling  that  it  should  be  increased  to  at  least 
U,000  head.    Prices  of  lamb  and  mutton  were  high,  although  some  lambs  were 
being  imported  from  Germany.    In  the  past  two  years  imports  have  been  con- 
trolled to  a  level  whereby  domestic  production  supplied  9^  percent  of  the 
meat  consumed  in  Switzerland. 

Swiss  imports  of  meat  in  1953  totaled  around  9  million  pounds  and  an 
additional  2\  million  pounds  was  imported  in  the  form  of  live  animals. 
Imports  continued  small  in  195^.    The  United  States  has  supplied  only  a 
small  share  of  the  imports,  largely  in  the  form  of  frozen  and  preserved 
products. 


EGYPT'S  COTTON  EXPORTS 
DECLINE  FROM  LAST  YEAR 

Egypt's  cotton  exports  for  the  first  3  months  of  the  August- July 
195^-55  year  are  running  behind  the  previous  year,  according  to  A.  Abdul 
Gawad  and  J.  Fitzgerald,  American  Embassy,  Cairo.    Exports  for  August- 
October  195^  amounted  to  207,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  or  2k  percent 
below  exports  of  271,000  bales  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1953. 

Declines  were  shown  in  exports  to  France,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the 
United  States,  and  increased  amounts  were  exported  to  Czechoslovakia  and 
Poland.    Price  resistance  on  the  part  of  foreign  buyers  and  a  tendency  by 
up-country  merchants  to  hold  their  stocks,  bought  earlier  at  higher  prices, 
are  seen  as  factors  delaying  the  usual  seasonal  upturn  in  October  exports. 


32 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  70,  No.  2 


EGYPT:    Exports  of  cotton  by  countries  of  destination; 
averages  1935-39  and  19^5-^9;  annual  1952  and  1953; 
August-October  1953  and  195*+ 


(Equivalent  bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Country  of 
destination 


Year  beginning  August  1 


1935-39 


Averages 


Austria  :i/ 

Belgium-Luxembourg. : 

Czechoslovakia  : 

France  : 

Germany,  West  : 

Hungary  : 

Italy  : 

Netherlands  : 

Poland  : 

Rumania  ..:*+/ 

Spain.  :~~ 

Sweden  : 

Switzerland  : 

United  Kingdom  : 

Yugoslavia  : 

China  : 

India  : 

Japan  : 

United  States  : 

Soviet  Union  : 

Other  c  ountr ies 


1,000 
bales 

23- 
17- 

^9. 
238. 

1V7. 
18. 
105. 
5- 
31- 

hi, 

25- 
12. 

71. 
592. 

§/ 
2^. 

98. 

1U3. 

h9. 

2/ 

38. 


Total  :  1,7^2.3 


19^5-^9 


1/ 


1/ 


1,000 
bales 

2/ 
17.0 
52.5 

161.9 

2/ 
16T.8 

39.5 
16.2 

2/ 
25.  k 
17.0 
33.*+ 
367.5 

2/ 
255.8 

2/ 
89.I 
129.*+ 
82.  h 


1,^50.9 


1952 


1,000 
bales 

3h.k 
21.8 
58.6 
291.2 
127.6 
26.8 
170.1 
U7.2 
27.2 
1+.6 
66.  k 
17.7 
67.5 
77.7 
17.6 
6O.9 
213.7 
8U.6 
Qk.k 
10U.2 
123.0 


1,727.2 


1953 


1,000 
bales 

2U.7 
22.8 
52.8 
210.3 
136.7 
2k. 9 
12k. 5 
25.8 
U.6 

8.3 
kl.Q 

7.9 
67.6 

206.7 
15.0 
52.0 

217-3 

m.k 

68.9 
0 

8U.0 
1,1+85.0 


August-October — 


1953 


1,000 
bales 


2.9 
7.6 

3.1 
1+6.2 

23.5 
8.1 

21+.8 
5.5 

3/ 
1.7 
9.2 
2.6 

12.2 

39.3 

3/ 

10.1 
2U.2 
17.5 
10.5 

0 

22.3 


271.3 


1951+ 


1,000 
bales 

6.9 
6.7 
11.6 
29.1 
22.0 

2.3 
23.9 

2.3 
11.9 

2.8 

8.7 

.3 

8.5 

13.7 

.6 

h.5 
25.2 

13.^ 
2.7 

0 

9.7 
206.8 


l/  3-year  average.    2/  If  any,  included  in  "Other  countries".    3/  Less  than 
50  bales,    k/  4-year  average. 

Source:    Monthly  Summary  of  the  Foreign  Trade  of  Egypt  and  official  reports, 
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The  second  official  estimate  of  the  1954-55  cotton  crop  in  Egypt  placed 
production  at  1,495,000  bales,  only  2  percent  above  the  1953-5*+  final 
estimate  of  1,461,000  bales.    Private  estimates  are  running  much  higher, 
however,  and  average  about  1,600,000  for  the  1954-55  crop  or  about  10  per- 
cent above  the  previous  year.    The  harvest  period  extends  from  about 
mid-August  through  December.    The  quantities  of  cotton  ginned  by  the  end  of 
November  amounted  to  560,000  bales  which  is  about  15  percent  below  last 
year's  figure  for  the  same  period.    Most  of  the  difference  is  due  to  a 
slower  ginning  of  Giza  30  type  cotton. 

Domestic  consumption  of  cotton  in  Egypt  has  increased  in  the  last  5 
years,  and  in  1953-54  amounted  to  about  325,000  bales,  or  22  percent  of  the 
crop.    Consumption  of  cotton  in  1952-53  "was  estimated  at  317,000  bales,  and 
the  average  of  the  crop  years  1948-49  through  1952-53  at  292,000  bales. 
About  80  percent  of  the  cotton  consumed  in  local  mills  is  of  the  Ashmouni 
variety  (l-l/8  to  l-l/4  inches  in  staple  length). 

Egypt's  cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1954,  were  estimated  at  495,000 
bales  as  compared  with  845,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier.    Stocks  on 
October  6,  195^>  were  reported  at  1,709,000  bales  or  13  percent  below  stocks 
of  1,960,000  bales  on  October  7,  1953. 

Cotton  prices  in  Egypt  have  been  generally  steady  during  recent  weeks 
since  the  increases  authorized  by  the  Government  for  the  new  crop  were  made 
effective  on  September  1,  1954.    Spot  quotations  in  Alexandria  on  December  23, 
1954,  for  various  grades  of  Ashmouni  and  Karnak  were  as  follows: 

Equivalent  U.S.  cents  per  lb. 
Tallaris  per  Spot  Export  and 

kantar  l/  quotation  other  taxes  2 J 

Ashmouni,  FG   68.47  39. 50 

Ashmouni,  Good   62.47  36. 04  5.88 

Ashmouni,  FGF   58.47  33*73  5-88 

Karnak,  FG   84.01  48.47  8.77 

Karnak,  Good   75.01  43.27  8.77 

Karnak,  FGF   69. 01  39-81  8.77 

1/  Egyptian  Cotton  Commission's  official  selling  prices  to  exporters. 
Import  Entitlement  Accounts  permit  Egyptian  cotton  exporters  to 
offer  cotton  at  prices  in  approved  currencies  below  those  quoted 
by  the  Commission. 
2/  Taxes  not  included  in  spot  quotation  in  adjoining  column. 

U.S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
MAKE  FURTHER  GAIN 

Exports  of  cotton  from  the  United  States  in  October  amounted  to 
366,000  bales  of  500  pounds  (351,000  running  bales),  making  a  total  of 
773,000  bales  (740,000  running  bales)  for  August-October  1954.  This 
total  is  132,000  bales  or  21  percent  higher  than  the  641,000  bales  exported 
during  a  similar  period  last  year.    Preliminary  trade  data  published  by  the 
New  York  Cotton  Exchange  indicate  that  the  export  movement  continued  strong 
during  November  and  December  and  may  have  exceeded  the  November-December  1953 
total  by  around  250,000  bales. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Exports  of  cotton  by  countries  of  destination;  averages 
1935-39  and  19^5-^9;  annual  1952  and  1953; 
August-October  1953  and  1954 

(Equivalent  bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Country  of 
destination 


Year  beginning  August  1 


Averages 


Austria  

Belgium-Luxembourg. . . 
Czechoslovakia. ...... 

Denmark  

Finland  

France  »  

Germany  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Norway  

Poland  and  Danzig. . . . 

Portugal  

Spain.  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom  

Yugoslavia  

Total  Europe, 
Total. 


Australia 

Canada  

Chile  

China  

Colombia.  

Cuba  

French  Indochina. . . 

Formosa.  »  » 

India  ........ 

Indonesia.  

Israel.  •  •  • 

Japan  ,....«. 

Korea,  Republic  of. 


Other  countries, 


1935-39  ; 

19^5-^9  i 

1952  : 

1953  : 

1953  ! 

195^ 

1,000  : 

1 

,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1 } 000  : 

bales  : 

bales  : 

bales  : 

bales  : 

bales 

bales 

0  : 

...... 

1/ 

30  • 

47  : 

42  : 

Q 

0  : 

4 

I69  : 

•O-L  • 

73  ' 

68  : 

Q 

8  : 

-1  Q 

65  ' 

57  • 

0  : 

0  : 

0  •' 

0  ] 

33  ' 

14  : 

34  . 

23  : 

6  : 

5 

35  • 

21  : 

4  : 

10  : 

0  : 

0 

662  : 

575  : 

507  : 

475  : 

o4  : 

122 

511  : 

340  : 

241  : 

389  : 

47  : 

93 

442  • 

489  : 

272  : 

269  : 

39  • 

65 

107  : 

131  = 

79  : 

104  : 

15  : 

19 

17  : 

7  : 

11  : 

pa  1 

14  : 

3  : 

2 

ISO  : 

69  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0  • 

0 

36  : 

2/  : 

1  : 

0  : 

0  • 

0 

108  : 

69  : 

77  : 

167  : 

29  ■ 

1 

115  : 

12  : 

36  = 

43  : 

6  : 

/_*" 

O 

11  : 

26  : 

28  : 

24  : 

7  ' 

19 

1,3^6  : 

]4&Q  ' 

359  ' 

422  : 

72  ' 

T  T  ll 

114 

17  i 

hi  : 

86  : 

40  ' 

21 

12 

31  : 

3/ 

33  : 

6  ' 

10 

1 

0 

3,885  • 

2,5^5  ' 

1,861 

2,100 

34b 

4o0 

9  : 

7 

:  11 

45 

c 

:  0 

:  12 

301 

275 

:  284 

:  237 

:  42 

:  58 

9 

20 

:  1 

:  27 

,~  / 

:  2/ 

117 

401 

si  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

20 

24 

:  7 

:  0 

:  1 

11 

16 

1  12 

:  20 

:  3 

:  8 

22 

6 

:  18 

16 

:  4 

01 

y 

1 

:  107 

:  110 

:  10 

:  22 

52 

86 

:  *5 

:  161 

:  7 

11 

2/ 

5 

17 

:  22 

:  4 

:  6 

57 

5 

14 

12 

:  3 

:  4 

1,1^2 

585 

:  691 

:  1,005 

:  175 

:  125 

-  y 

=  5/ 

48 

:  41 

96 

:  29 

:  29 

of  2 

k 

16 

:  8 

:  1 

0 

:  19 

•6/ 

37 

:  28 

:?/  hQ 

:  9 

:            13  _ 

:  ..  5,589 

4,065 

:  1A31 

:  1^14 

:  641 

:          773  . 

August-October 


included  in    Otner  countries  .    21  o".yeai-  a,cia6c'    ii'  J-"v-J-"^"  "~"e 
2/  Includes  Ethiopia  11,  French  Morocco  9,  and  Hong  King  9. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  (Continued  on  Page  38 
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PHILIPPINE  COCONUT  PRODUCTION 
UP  ONE-FIFTH  IN  THIRD  QUARTER 

Philippine  production  of  coconut  products,  copra,  coconut  oil  and 
desiccated  coconut,  in  the  third  quarter  of  1954,  estimated  at  325,500  long 
tons  copra  equivalent,  was  one -fifth  larger  than  production  in  the  compara- 
ble quarter  of  1953,  according  to  H.  V.  Geib,  Agricultural  Attache,  American 
Embassy,  Manila.    Production  in  the  first  9  months  of  1954,  totaling 
809,950  tons,  represented  an  increase  of  approximately  27  percent  from  the 
635,980  tons  produced  during  the  comparable  period  of  1953. 


PHILIPPINE  REPUBLIC:    Copra,  coconut  oil  and  desiccated  coconut  production 
in  copra  equivalent,  January -September  1954  with  comparisons 

(Long  tons) 


;  Average 
:1947-51 


Exports : 


Coconut  oil  as  copra  \ 
Desiccated  coconut  as 


Total  as  copre 
Domestic  utilization: 


Total  production" 
as  copra  s/..,, 


1952 


1953  1/ 


720,487 
87,517 

61,294 

651,764 
126,290 

45,192 

592,267 
92,998 

56,770 

:  406,972 
:  62,005 

44,387 

.551,859 
75,816 

41,566 

869,298. 

823,246 

7^2,035 

■  513,364 

:669,24l 

89,035: 

111,111- 

123,810 

122,619' 

140,715 

958,333: 

934,357: 

865,.845' 

635,983: 

809;,956 

January-September 
1953  1/  g_/  :1954  1/ 


4/  Computed  at  83  percent  of  copra  equivalent.  5/  Excluding  coconut  utilized 
in  the  making  of  home-made  oil  and  native  culinary  preparations. 


Source:    Philippine  Trade. 


Increased  product ion, during  the  third  quarter,  as  compared  with  third 
quarter  1953,  was  favored  by  good  growing  conditions  during  the  preceding 
year  coupled  with  improved  export  demand.     "V  "f 

Copra  exports  during  the  third  quarter  at  227,226  tons  were  up  one-fourth 
from  the  third  quarter  of  1953  and  were  32  percent  above  the  previous 
quarter.    Coconut  oil  exports  at  19,981  tons' 'exceeded. shipments  of  the  com- 
parable 1953  quarter  by  12  percent  and  exports  of 'the  second  quarter  by  40 
percent.    Third  quarter  exports  of  desiccated  coconut  amounted  to  16,318 
tons,  an  increase  of  10  percent  from  third  quarter  1953  and  48  percent  from 
exports  during  the  previous  quarter.    January-September  exports  amounted  to 
551,859  tons  of  copra,  47,764  tons  of  coconut  oil  and  34,501  tons  of 
desiccated  coconut,  or  a  total  of  669,241  tons,  copra  basis,  against  513,364 
tons  exported  in  the  first  nine  months  of  1953 . 
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The  market  ruled  steady  throughout  the  third  quarter  with  domestic  pric 
movements  of  copra  limited  to  a  narrow  range  of  26  to  29  pesos  per  100  kilos 
($132  to  $137  per  long  ton).    The  average  domestic  price  in  Manila  was 
27.^6  pesos  ($lUo)  compared  with  3,1  iGh  pesos  ($161)  for  the  same  period 
in  1953.    The  average  copra  export  price  for  the  third  quarter  was  $161.05 
per  short  ton  compared  with  $18U  for  the  same  period  of  1953* 

The  domestic  price  of  coconut  oil  during  the  quarter  under  review 
averaged  .51  pesos  per  kilo  (11. 6  cents  per  pound)  compared  with  .59  pesos 
(13.1+  cents)  in  third  quarter  1953-    The  average  Pacific  coast  export  price 
was  12  cents  per  pound  f .o«b.  tank-  cars  against  the  previous  year's  third 
quarter  average  of  ik  cents. 

The  Philippine  Coconut  Administration  (PHILCOA)  recently  set  a  six 
months'  period  within  which  to  produce  quality  copra.    After  April  30, 
1955,  all  copra  below  the  standard  set  by  the  PHILCOA  either  for  export  or 
for  domestic  use  will  be  condemned  and  export  certificates  will  not  be 
issued  to  exporters  whose  copra  is  found  below  such  standard.    (See  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  November  22,  195*0 

GREECE  REMOVES  OLIVE 
OIL  EXPORT  CONTROLS 

The  Government  of  Greece  has  removed  controls  on  the  export  of  olive 
oil,  reports  the  American  Embassy,  Athens »    Decision  No.  5^19*  issued  by 
the  Minister  of  Commerce  on  December  11,  195^  and  effective  as  of  the  same 
date,  established  the  following  revised  regulations  with  respect  to  the 
issuance  of  export  licenses  for  olive  oil: 

1.  All  quantitative  restrictions  on  exports  of  virgin,  wholly 
refined  or  blended  olive  oil  of  less  than  one  degree  acidity, 
packed  in  steel  drums  or  lithographed  containers,  are  abolished. 
In  each  case  an  export  approval  must  still  be  obtained  from 

the  Bank  of  Greece  to  insure  payment  in  foreign  exchange. 

2.  Export  licenses  will  be  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Greece  for 
10,000  metric  tons  (about  11,000  short  tons)  or  ordinary 
quality  olive  oil  (acidity  of  more  than  one  degree)  or 
Neutralized  (but  not  refined)  oil  on  a  first-come-first- 
served  basis. 

Exports  on  consignment  will  be  subject  to  the  issuance  of  a  special 
approval  by  the  Bank  of  Greece  on  a  case-to-case  basis. 

Another  decision  (No.  5*+Ul8,  also  dated  December  11,  195*0  issued  by 
the  Price  Control  Committee,  provides  that  the  export  tax  of  5  drachmas 
(l6  U0  S0  cents)  per  dollar  of  f.o.b.  value  previously  assessed  on  ordinary 
quality  olive  oil  shall  be  reduced  to  3  drachmas  (10  U„  S.  cents)  per  dollar 
The  same  decision  provides  that  exports  of  refined,  blended  and  virgin  olive 
oil  of  less  than  one  degree  acidity,  packed  in  steel  drums  or  lithographed 
containers,  shall  hereafter  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  the  earlier 
export  tax  of  h  drachmas  (13  U.  S,  cents)  per  dollar. 
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BULK  OF  195^-55  ANTARCTIC 
WHALE  OIL  SOLD 

The  Norwegian  Whaling  Association  announced  on  December  lU  that  the 
Norwegian  whaling  companies'  marketing  pool  had  succeeded  in  selling  forward 
their  entire  anticipated  production  of  whale  oil  from  the  195^-55  Antarctic 
whaling  season,  reports  William  F.  Spengler,  Vice  Consul,  American  Embassy, 
Oslo. 

Production  in  the  coming  season  has  been  forecast  by  the  Association 
at  about  165,000  short  tons  valued  at  $32,200,000.    By  November  23  a  total 
of  97,000  tons  of  whale  oil,  valued  at  about  $18,1+80,000,  had  been  sold 
forward  to  one  United  Kingdom  and  to  two  Norwegian  consumers ;  the  sale  price 
to  the  British  concern  was  reported  to  have  been  675  per  metric  ton  (about 
$190  per  short  ton)  and  to  the  other  two  purchasers  1,500  kroner  per  ton 
(about  $190).    This  was  the  minimum  price  at  which  sales  could  be  made 
according  to  the  agreement  among  members  of  the  pool.    By  November  29  an 
additional  23,000  tons  of  oil  valued  at  about  $k, 600,000  had  been  sold,  to 
buyers  in  Denmark,  Iceland,  Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom  at  prices  ranging 
from  $19*+  to  $197  per  ton.    The  latest  report  states  that  the  remaining 
^5,000  tons  were  sold  to  undisclosed  buyers  at  a  price  of  $203  per  ton. 

The  world  market  price  of  whale  oil  was  authoritatively  reported  recently 
to  have  ranged  between  $187  and  $190  during  September  and  October  this  year. 
From  that  point  the  price  has  risen  steadily  during  the  period  of  forward  . 
selling.    As  the  chairman  of  the  Norwegian  Whaling  Association  has  pointed 
out,  early  forward  sales  normally  take  the  form  of  large  quantity  sales  to 
important  purchasers  at  minimum  prices;  later  sales  in  smaller  quantities 
command  higher  prices. 

The  Oslo  press  reported  on  December  ih  that  most  of  the  non-Norwegian 
whaling  companies  had  also  reported  substantial  forward  sales  of  whale  oil 
from  the  195^-55  whaling  season.    The  British  company  which  operates  the 
"Balaena"  expedition  was  reported  to  have  sold  its  entire  production  at 
around  $190  per  ton,  while  the  other  company  from  the  United  Kingdom,  which 
operates  the  "Southern  Harvester"  and  the  "Southern  Venturer,"  was  said  to 
have  sold  out  at  prices  ranging  between  $190  and  $203  Ver  ton. 

The  South  African  company  owning  the  "Abraham  Larsen"  expedition  was  also 
reported  to  have  sold  its  entire  anticipated  production  at  prices  similar 
to  those  obtained  by  the  second  British  company.    The  press  reported  that 
only  the  Panamanian  expedition  and  the  Argentine  land  station,  of  the 
companies  which  normally  sell  their  whale  oil  on  the  world  market,  had  not 
yet  reported  forward  sales.    Norsk  Hvalfangst-Tidende  (The  Norwegian  Whaling 
Gazette)  for  November  195^  reported  that  the  Japanese  expeditions  had  sold 
forward  29,760  tons  of  their  anticipated  production:    19,8k0  tons  to  Germany 
at  $187  per  ton,  3,310  tons  also  to  Germany  at  $188,  and  6,610  tons  to 
Sweden  at  about  $1§0  per  ton. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS— (Continued  from  Page  3*0 


COTTON:    Share  of  United  States  and  other  supplying 
countries  in  specified  import  markets 


Importing 
country 


France 


Germany . 


United  Kingdom.. 


India , 


Japan . 


Italy. 


Reporting 
period 
195^ 


Aug. -Sept. 


Aug. -Oct. 


Aug. -Oct. 


Aug . -Nov , 


Aug. -Sept, 


August 


Supplying  country 


Quantity  imported 


Previous 
year 1 s 
period 


United  States 
Brazil  &  Argentina 
Turkey  and  Syria 
Egypt 

French  Col.  Africa 
Others 

United  States 

Mexico 

Brazil 

Egypt 

Nicaragua 

Others 

United  States 

Brazil 

Peru 

Sudan 

Nigeria 

Mexico 

Others 

United  States 
British  E.  Africa 
Egypt 
Others 

United  States 

Mexico 

Brazil 

Pakistan 

Egypt 

Others 

United  States 

Brazil 

Egypt 

Turkey 

Others 


Current 
year 1 s 
period 


1,000 


Supplying 
countries 
share  of  market 


Previous 
year ' s 
period 


1,000 
bales 


Percent 


kQ  : 

22 

12 

J.  (—  • 

27  : 

8 

38  • 

9 

36  : 

31  : 

2h 

21  : 

30  : 

16  : 

23 

kh  : 

79  : 

16 

32  : 

^3 

12 

36  : 

56 

13 

18  : 

22 

:  7 

18 

17 

:  7 

1 21 

61 

:  ^5 

to 

IIS 

l^ 

lo 

u 

22 

:  29 

:  6 

liO 

si 

:  31 

97 

:  7 

26 

:  6 

:  7 

121 

:  96 

:  32 

11 

:  28 

!  9 

^3 

50 

:  33 

38 

27 

:  29 

37 

:  7 

:  29 

131 

:  120 

!  38 

28 

:  51 

:  8 

16 

1+8 

:  5 

9k 

:  17 

:  27 

;  & 

l\ 

:  § 

19 

:  38 

•  35 

0 

:  10 

:  0 

7 

:  6 

:  13 

19 

:  U 

:  35 

9 

:  15 

:  17 

Compiled  in  Cotton  Division  from  official  sources. 
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The  improved  export  demand  in  this  season  to  date  is  due  in  part 
to  the  fact  that  prices  of  United  States  cotton  have  been  at  about  the 
same  level  as  those  for  comparable  foreign  growths.    At  the  end  of 
December  the  prices  for  some  foreign  growths  were  above  those  for  comparable 
qualities  of  United  States  cotton  and  some  were  below  when  comparisons 
were  made  at  the  points  of  origin,  after  export  taxes  are  added  where 
applicable,  and  when  all  quotations  are  on  a  net-weight  basis.    This  dis- 
parity in  prices  may  be  attributed  mainly  to  the  unequal  distribution  of 
world  supplies.    The  United  States  was  holding  about  half  of  the  world's 
cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  195^ ,  and  has  just  harvested  a  moderately  large 
crop  while  stocks  in  foreign  countries,  both  importing  and  exporting,  were 
low.    New  crops  in  most  foreign  countries  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere 
reach  the  market  in  heavy  volume  2  to  3  months  later  than  in  the  United 
States. 

A  sharp  rise  in  local  mill  consumption  coupled  with  increased 
speculative  activity  has  added  upward  pressure  on  prices  in  Pakistan  and 
Turkey,  while  currency  depreciation  has  had  a  similar  effect  in  Brazil. 
Foreign  Free  World  production  is  up  by  1.3  million  bales  this  year  but 
stocks  were  down  on  August  1,  195^ >  by  1,6  million  from  a  year  earlier. 
Increasing  local  requirements  in  producing  countries,  especially  Pakistan, 
Turkey,  Mexico,  and  Brazil,  will  total  at  least  300,000  bales  more  than 
in  1953-5**  >  thus  holding  that  much  additional  cotton  off  the  export  markets. 
The  substantial  reduction  in  surpluses  of  foreign  cotton  available  for 
export  this  year  should  preclude  any  sustained  pressure  for  quick  disposal 
on  export  markets. 

Other  factors  that  have  tended  to  stimulate  a  rise  in  United  States 
cotton  exports  are  the  continued  record  level  of  mill  consumption  in  most 
foreign  countries,  low  stocks  in  importing  countries,  improvement  in 
dollar  and  gold  reserves  in  importing  countries  (mainly  European) ,  and 
export  programs  in  operation  by  the  United  States  Government.    These  pro- 
grams, being  developed  under  new  legislative  authority  and  requiring 
considerable  amount  of  time  to  set  up  new  operating  regulations,  should 
provide  a  more  effective  stimulant  to  export  trade  in  the  last  half  of 
the  195^-55  season  than  in  the  first  half. 

The  preceding  table  gives  some  indication  of  the  extent  to  which 
United  States  cotton  is  sharing  in  the  total  cotton  import  trade  of  foreign 
countries  for  which  current  monthly  import  data  are  available « --By  Charles 
H.  Barber. 

SPAIN  ENDS  ENFORCED  USE  OF  ARTIFICIAL 
FIBERS  IN  COTTON  TEXTILES 

The  Government  of  Spain }  by  Order  of  November  16,  195^,  has  suspended 
application  of  the  IT -month  old  requirement  that  mill  operators  purchase 
part  of  their  spinning  needs  in  the  form  of  synthetic  fibers.    The  former 
arrangements,  effective  since  June  13,  1953*  were  intended  to  encourage 
growth  of  Spain's  new  synthetic  industry.    Textile  manufacturers  were  re- 
quired to  purchase  domestic  artificial  fibers  in  quantities  equal  to  at 
least  17-1/2  percent  of  their  purchases  of  natural  fibers  (mostly  cotton). 
Demand  for  synthetic  yarns  has  increased  and  is  now  reported  to  be  in  excess 
of  supply. 
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Export  Highlights 

Farm  exports  in  October  1954  were  best  in  22  months.    Folloving  a  lull  in 
August* and  September,  U.  S.  agricultural  exports  in  October  1954  climbed 
to  $315  million,  30  percent  greater  than  shipments  in  October  a  year 
earlier  and  63  percent  larger  than  those  in  September  1954.    Exports  in 
October  1954  outstripped  every  month  since  December  1932,  when  a  total  of 
$324  million  was  recorded.    Impressive  gains  occurred  for  the  nation1 s 
principal  export  crops:    Cotton,  wheat,  and  tobacco.    Continued  high  levels 
of  economic  activity  abroad  as  well  as  a  strengthening  of  the  competitive 
position  of  United  States  agricultural  products  were  the  main  sustaining 
factors  in  the  farm  export  situation. 

July- October  exports  this  year  were  3  percent  ahead  of  last  year .  J uly- 
October  exports  totaled  S907  million  in  fiscal  year  195^-55  as  compared 
with  $882  million  in  1953-5^*    There  were  value  gains  in  several  categories: 
Animals  and  animal  products,  cotton,  tobacco,  vegetable  oils  and  oilseeds, 
and  fruits  and  vegetables.    Exports  of  grains  and  feeds  were  reduced  in 
value,  but  a  large  part  of  the  decline  can  be  attributed  to  lower  prices. 
Last  year's  wheat  shipments  to  Pakistan  were  valued  at  full  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  costs,  and,  in  addition,  this  year's  wheat  and  rice 
exports  are,  being  made  at  substantially  lower  prices . 

January-October  shipments  in  195*+  ran  5  percent  over  1953.    For  the  first 
10  months  of  calendar  year  1954,  farm  exports  aggregated  $2,375  million, 

5  percent  more  than  exports  in  the  like  period  of  1953  when  they  totaled 
$2,258  million,    With  only  2  months  remaining  in  the  calendar  year,  it 
appears  that  exports  for  the  year  as  a  whole  are  likely  to  be  larger 
than  the  value  of  $2,844  million  in  1953 . 

Nonagricultural  commercial  sales  also  gained  in  October  1954.  Nonagri- 
cultural commercial  exports  registered  an  increase  of  9  percent  in  October 
1954  as  compared  with  October  a  year  earlier.    Value  rose  from  $763 
million  to  $835  million,    A  further  sharp  shrinkage  in  grant-aid  military 
shipments  this  year  caused  experts  of  all  nonagricultural  goods  to  drop 

6  percent  in  October  195i(-  as  compared  with  October  1953*  Probably  the 
most  significant  aspect  of  United  States  foreign  trade  in  1954  was  the 
marked  decline  in  military  shipments. 

Cotton  shipments  jumped  60  percent  over  a  year  ago  as  foreign  export 
suppliestightened.    Cotton  exports,  which  steadied  at  around  200,000 
bales  in  August  and  September,  shot  upward  in  October  1954  to  a  total  of 
366,000  bales.    They  were  60  percent  greater  than  October  1953  shipments 
and  75  percent  above  September  1954  marketings.    The  October  increase 
over  a  year  earlier  reflected  substantially  larger  sales  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  France,  West  Germany,  and  Italy;  Japan  showed  only  a  small  gain. 
July-October  exports  amounted  to  1,010,000  bales  this  year,  a  third  larger 
than  shipments  in  the  like  period  of  fiscal  year  1953- vhen  they  totaled 
761,000  bales. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Summary  of  exports,  domestic,  of  selected 
agricultural,  commodities  and  groups  daring  October  1953  and  1954 


Coaunodity  exported 


Unit 


Quantity 


1253 


19.54 


Value 


0251 


235L 


ANIHAI  PRODUCTS: 

Cheese   

Milk,  condensed  

Milk,  evaporated   

Milk,  whole,  dried   

Nonfat  dry  milk  solids   

Eggs ,  in  the  shell  

Beef  and  real,  total  1_/   

Pork,  total  1_/   T  

Other  meats  !_/   

Lard  

Tallow,  edible  and  inedible   

VEGETABLE  PRODUCTS: 
Cotton,  unmfd.,  excl.  linters  (4801b.)$ 

Apples,  fresh   .  

Grapefruit f  fresh  

Oranges  and  tangerines   

Pears,  fresh  

Prunes,  dried   

fiaisins  and  currants   

Traits,  canned   

Trait  Juices   : 

Barley,  grain  (^8  lb.)    s 

Barley,  malt  (jk  lb.)    : 

Corn,  grain  (56  lb.)   : 

Grain  sorghums  (56  lb.)    : 

Bice,  milled,  excludes  paddy    s 

Wheat,  grain  (60  lb.)    s 

Flour,  wholly  of  U.S.  wheat  (100  lb.)  : 
PI  our,  not  wholly  of  U.Sa  wheat  (100  lb  J: 

Hops  

Huts  and  preparations   

Soybeans,  except  canned  (60  lb.)    . . 
Soybean  oil,  crude,  refined,  etc. 
Cottonseed  oil,  crude,  refined,  etc. 

Seeds,  field  and  garden  

Tobacco,  flue-cured  

Tobacco,  leaf,  other    s 

Beans,  dried    : 

Peas,  dried    : 

Potatoes,  white   : 

Vegetables,  fresh,  other    : 

Vegetables ,  canned   t 

Pood  exported  for  relief,  etc   : 

Other  agricultural  commodities  .... 
TOTAL  AGBICU2TUBAL   


Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Bos. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Bale 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Gal. 

Bu. 

Bu. 

Bu. 

Bu. 

Lb. 

Bu. 


Thousands 


Lb. 
Lb. 
Bu. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 


TOTAL  ALL  COMMODITIES 


........ 


353 
658 
11,337 
3,014 
5,885 
6,115 
2,942 
4,843 
7,440 
19,402 
104,706 

229 
4,378 
10,900 
43,076 
3,954 
12,513 
11,499 
14,406 
1,498 
3,516 
349 
13,478 
986 
148,339 
9,524 
1,428 
109 
812 
11,261 
5,808 
1,714 
17,555 
11,507 
50,140 
5,888 
28,401 
6,557 
42,397 
52,315 
9,951 


Thonsan 


.,000 


50; 
267 
10,526 
2,821 
5,354 
7,892 
2,346 
4,995 
9,354 
46,022 
87,822 


366 
7,762 
11,005 
34,163 
6,338 
10,810 
6,545 
18,078 
1,392 
2,810 
404 
4,907 
3,019 
89,793 
17,082 
1,531 
118 
532 
7,850 
6,418 
5,112 
25,486 
7,835 
91,264 
6,850 
25,402 
23,713 
74,891 
50,222 
12,289 


1, 

dollars 

172 

164 
1,707 
1,655 

967 
2,822 

810 
1,389 
2,065 
3,397 
5,749 

39,810 
506 
401 

1,793 
294 

1,816 

1,305 
2,329 
1,477 
5,178 
845 
23,460 
1,594 
13,359 
22,420 
6,621 
664 
480 
1,566 
15,908 
240 
2,329 
853 
33,478 
3,259 
2,408 
493 
825 
1,951 

m 

28,516 


1,000 


1/  Product  weight 

Compiled  from  official  records,  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Summary  of  Imports  for  consumption 
of  selected  agricultural  commodities  and  groups  during  October  1953  and  1954. 


Commodity  imported 


Unit 


October 


Quantity 


195? 


1954 


Value 


••••••• 


•  •  •  •  • 


SUPPLEMENTARY 
ANIMALS  AND  ANIMAL  PBDDUCTS: 

Cattle,  dutiable   

Cattle,  free  (for  breeding) 

Casein  and  lactarene  

Cheese   

Hides  and  skins   

Beef  and  veal,  total  .1/   

Pork,  total  jj   

Vool,  unmfd.,  excl.  free,  etc.  .... 
VEGETABLE  PBODUCTS: 
Cotton, unmfd.,  excl.linters  (480  lb.) 
Jute  and  jute  butts,  unmfd.  (2,240  lb.) 

Olives  in  brine  

Pineapples,  prep,  or  preserved  .... 

Other  fruits  and  preparations   

Barley,  grain  (48  lb.)  .. 
Oats,  grain  (32  lb.)  .... 
Wheat  and  flour  (grain  eqttiv.  60  lb.) 

Feeds  and  fodders  

Nuts  and  preparations  

Castor  beans   

Copra  

Oils,  fats,  waxes,  veg.  expressed  .. 

Sugar,  cane  (2,000  lb.)   , 

Molasses,  unfit  for  human  consumption 

Tobacco,  cigarette  leaf  

Tobacco,  other  leaf   

Seeds,  field  and  garden   

Potatoes,  white   

Tomatoes,  natural  state   

Other  supplementary   

Total  supplementary   

COMPLEMENT  ABY 

Silk,  raw   

Vool,  unmfd.,  free  in  bond   

VEGETABLE  PBODUCTS: 

Bananas   

Coffee  (ex.  into  Puerto  Bico)   

Cocoa  or  cacao  beans  

Tea   

Spices  (complementary)   

Sisal  and  henequen  (2,240  lb.)  .... 

Rubber,  crude  

Other  complementary  

Total  complementary   

TOTAL  AGRICULTURAL  COMMODITIES  .... 
TOTAL  ALL  COMMODITIES   


No. 
No. 
Lb. 
lb. 
Lb. 
Ib. 
Lb. 
Lb. 

Bale 
Ton 
Gal. 
Lb. 

Bu. 
Bu. 
Bu. 


Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Ton 

Gal. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 
Lb. 


Lb. 
lb. 

Bunch 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb.  : 
Ton 
Lb. 


Thousands 


Thousand^ 


2 
3 

6,484 
3,602 

10,319 
9,537 
9,940 

16,727 


2 
1 

3,906 

4,558 

8,359 

8,004 
12,730 

12,132 


1,000  : 
dollars, 

423 
473 
978 
1,935 
3,841 

m 

13,511 


8 

I  7 

:       l  203  s 
•          567  s 

3 

*  3 

661 

i  659 

1       1,170  ' 

6,370  1 

f  1,073 

t          750  s 

2J 

'  2/ 

!       4,548  s 

4,397  ' 

f  2,767 

s       6,182  * 

10,100  ' 

>  1,656 

»       7,091  s 

204  ! 

'  362 

s          471  s 

2J 

:  K 

5        2,183  s 

2/ 

-  2/ 

5       5,412  ' 

15,910  ' 

;  11,615 

1          732  ' 

58,845  ! 

!  59,067 

'•       4,703  5 

33,732  : 

56,174 

:       5,530  5 

182  ! 

158 

20,588  : 

17,563  5 

19,319  ! 

1,601  : 

6,985  ' 

6,744  ! 

5  4,594* 

1,299  ' 

1,226  ! 

2,155  ' 

z/  : 

:  2/  : 

1,768  : 

4,340 ; 

387  ' 

82  s 

30' 

33  ; 

2  ' 

■lgQ,^6 


513  s 

679  s 

13,657  s 

:      12,365  • 

4,096! 

3,750 * 

166,403 ' 

114,812  * 

18,992  i 

26,512S 

9,577  s 

6,599  s 

6,324 « 

8,077  s 

12! 

14s 

104,831s 

110,728 s 

2,409 
7,252 

5,855 
90,307 
6,249 
4,402 
3,928 
2,496 
21,907 
— 7,355 
152,160 


272,496 
822.505 


1/  Product  weight. 
2J  Value  only. 

Compiled  from  official  records,  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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With  the  major  exception  of  Japan,  foreign  demand  for  U.  S.  cotton 
has  been  bolstered  by  a  sustained  high  level  of  foreign  consumption  and 
reduced  competition  from  other  exporting  countries  where  no  large  stocks 
of  old-crop  cotton  were  available  (except  in  Brazil)  for  export  in  the 
last  half  of  195**- •    Higher  foreign  selling  prices  induced  by  relatively 
short  export  supplies  thus  far  this  season  have  been  a  prime  factor  in 
offsetting  much  of  the  competitive  disadvantage  suffered  by  United  States 
cotton  last  season. 

Poor  crops  in  Europe  contributed  to  62  percent  advance  in  wheat  exports. 
Exports  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour  aggregated  21  million  bushels  in 
October  195^;  this  level  was  62  percent  higher  than  October  1953  exports 
of  13  million  bushels  and  7  million  bushels  over  September  195^  exports. 
Exports  in  the  July-October  period  this  year  of  72  million  bushels  were 
but  10  million  bushels  less  than  a  year  ago.    Poor  crops  in  Europe  con- 
tributed to  increased  demand  with  quality  rather  than  quantity  becoming 
more  important.    European  countries  have  been  forced  to  feed  poor  quality 
wheat  to  livestock  and  to  turn  to  increased  imports  as  a  source  of  wheat 
suitable  for  bread.    Even  in  these  circumstances,  however,  United  States 
exporters  have  had  to  continue  to  compete  keenly  with  other  exporters  for 
the  larger  European  market. 

Tobacco  exports,  hit  by  early  season  delay,  surged  ahead  in  October  195^ » 
Tobacco  exports  rose  to  98  million  pounds  in  October  195^ f  75  percent 
more  than  exports  in  October  1953 >  when  they  totaled  56  million  pounds. 
October  shipments  also  showed  a  marked  gain  over  September's  1+5  million 
pounds.    Exports  in  October  included  much  flue-cured  leaf  that  would 
normally  have  moved  out  earlier  if  crops  in  some  areas  had  not  been  delayed. 
Most  of  the  October  gain  consisted  of  leaf  destined  for  the  United  Kingdom; 
West  German  takings  were  smaller  than  a  year  earlier.    October's  recovery 
brightened  the  July-October  picture;  total  tobacco  exports  of  199  million 
pounds  this  year  were  more  than  a  tenth  above  last  year's  l8l  million 
pounds . 

Demand  for  U.  S.  corn  was  reduced  by  use  of  poor  quality  wheat  for  feeding 
in  Europe.    The  decline  in  United  States  exports  of  corn  in  the  past  several 
months  as  compared  with  a  year  ago  reflected  the  larger  use  of  poor  quality 
wheat  for  feeding  in  Europe.    Competition  of  Argentine  corn  in  the  European 
market  also  was  a  factor.    United  States  corn  exports  in  October  195^ 
amounted  to  5  million  bushels,  6h  percent  under  the  13. 5  million  bushels 
shipped  out  in  October  a  year  earlier.    July-October  exports  this  year 
were  running  about  half  those  of  last  year,  or  21  million  bushels  as 
compared  with  kl  million. 

Lack  of  shipments  to  Korea  hit  U»  S.  rice  exports.    The  position  of  United 
States  milled  rice  exports  worsened  in  October  195^>  when  shipments  totaled 
90  million  pounds  as  compared  with  lU8  million  pounds  a  year  earlier. 
Juyl-October  exports  were  137  million  pounds  this  year  as  compared  with 
1+39  million  pounds  last  year.    Biggest  factor  was  that  no  shipments  were 
made  to  Korea  as  yet  this  year;  there  was  no  aid  program  as  in  the  past. 
Smaller  exports  went  to  Cuba,  Venezuela,  and  Japan.    The  declines  were 
partly  offset  by  larger  sales  to  Canada,  Colombia,  Belgium,  and  Switzerland; 
in  addition,  sales  were  made  to  Ireland,  Sweden,  and  Liberia,  which  took 
no  United  States  rice  a  year  earlier. 
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Heavier  U.  S.  production,  lower  prices,  stimulated  lard  exports.  Lard 
exports  in  October  195^  amounted  to  k6  million  pounds ,  which  were  well 
above  exports  of  19  million  pounds  in  October  a  year  earlier  and  25  million 
in  September.    The  gain  in  October  probably  marked  the  beginning  in  this 
fiscal  year  of  3.arger  exports  from  heavier  production  due  to  increased' 
hog- slaughter;  lower  prices  were  also  an  incentive  to  greater  exports. 
For  about  a  year  or  two  previously,  lard  exports  were  relatively  small 
due  to  the  reduced  hog  slaughter. 

Export  position  of  tallow  continued  relatively  strong,.    The  88  million 
pounds  of-tallow  exported  in  October  195*+  continued  to  reflect  the  strong 
•position  of  United  States  tallow  as  an  economical  soap  fat  in  world  markets. 
October  1954-  exports  compared  with  105  million  pounds  for  the  like  month 
in  1953;  they  were  slightly  above  shipments  in  September  I95U. 

Import  Highlights 

Agricultural  imports  continued  to  fall.    Agricultural  imports  in  October 
I954  amounted  to  $251  million,  8  percent  under  imports  in  October  a  year 
earlier.    October  exports  were  also  smaller  than  September's.    The  total 
of  $1,11*+  million  for  the  July-October  period  this  year  was  13  percent 
under  the  $1,285  million  of  a  year  earlier     The  bulk  of  the  decline  in 
September  and  October  from'  a  year  earlier  reflected  the  sharp  cutback  in 
coffee  purchases,  but  most  foreign  sellers  have  been  finding  the  domestic 
market  for  agricultural  products  increasingly  discouraging  in  the  past 
year.    Chief  deterrents  to  high  level  imports  in  the  United  States  have 
been  the  lower  level  of  prices  and  the  use  of  import  controls. 

Few  items  escaped  general  drop  in  supplementary  imports.  Supplementary 
£  competitive)  agricultural  imports  amounted  to  $105  million  in  October^ 
195^,  12  percent  less  than  in  October  1953.    Reductions  occurred  for  many 
of  the  items,  especially  apparel  wool,  barley ,  oats,  and  cane  sugar. 
Woolen  mills  have  been  using  more  trade  stocks  and  more  domestic  vools , 
imports  of  barley  and  oats  are  limited  by  governmental  decree.    Chief  . 
gains  were  in  pork  and  fats  and  oils.    July -October  supplementary  imports 
were  down  to  $U39  million  this  year,  15  percent  less  than  in  1953-54-. 

Coffee  decline  continued  to  depress  complementary  group  of  imports. 
Complementary  { noncompe t it Tve }  agricultural  imports  of  $1^  million  in  . 
October  195*+  were  only  $5  million  smaller  than  in  October  1953,  but  a  - 
further  decline  for  coffee  was  partly  offset  by  a  gain  for  cacao  bean 
imports.    In  the  case  of  coffee,  reductions  in  quantity  this  year  have  been 
far  greater  than  reductions  in  value  owing  to  the  effect  of  higher  prices 
this  year.    July-October  imports  totaled  £626  million  this  year,  12  percent 
less  than  last  year.    In  this  period,  the  decline  in  the  value  of  coffee 
imports  amounted  ^c  25  percent:  quantity  dropped  by  U5  percent. 
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West  Germany  Continues  Large  Imports  of  Fats  and  Oils. 
Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FFO  22=54. 

U.S«  Exports  and  Imports  of  Unmanufactured  Tobacco,  January- 
September  195*+  with  Comparisons!    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FT  46-54. 

Current  Developments  in  Tobacco  Production  and  Trade  of 
Nigeria  Indicate  Future  Decline  in  Imports  from  U.S.  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular  FT  49-54 


Miscellaneous  Tobacco  Developments.  Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FT  50-54. 
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